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HONOR AWARD /
CUSTOM URBAN HOUSE

SPECHT NOVAK
MERIDIAN HOUSE
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA

This client’s long-time position as a board member of the
Studio Museum in Harlem is reflected in Meridian House,
a hybrid of house and art gallery. It’s also a hat tip to anoth-
er famous house for art collectors just an hour away—the
Miller House in Columbus, Indiana. “I wanted to give

a nod to that modernist spirit of Columbus,” says Jakeb
Novak, ATA. “There’s something interesting about it being
a regional connection.”
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CUSTOM URBAN HOUSE
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Oriented to wooded areas and away from the neigh-

bors, the house’s low, floating white frame was inspired
by the work of artists Sol LeWitt and Donald Judd.

This concrete statement piece organizes and shades the
recessed, brick-clad volumes. At the front door, visitors
enter a central gallery that establishes a clear axial view
through the house and doubles as a circulation pattern to
connect the different zones. “It’s an intentional threshold
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between the home’s private and social ual bedrooms on the right side of the

realms,” Jakeb says. “The interior facade are expressed on the front of the
volumes of those spaces directly relate house, literally reading the openings.”
to the exterior space, so form and The jury appreciated the choice
function are in sync. All the individ- of long-format, Roman brick clad-

ding rather than making an all-white
exterior with glass and metal. “It’s
nice to see brick brought back into
an uber-modernist project like this,”
a judge said. “It feels clean and fresh
rather than like it’s trying to copy
something from the past.”

Subdued, white-walled interiors are
warmed with custom wood cabinetry,
brick accents, and surprise moments
of light. A monitor and clerestory

windows in the vaulted gallery diffuse
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soft northern light, and glass end walls
frame precise landscape vistas, creat-
ing a lush backdrop for the art. “The
architects are bringing daylight into
the atrium in a way that protects the
art collection, but it also creates a nice

spatial experience,” a judge comment-
ed. They also admired the way light
rakes down a brick accent wall in the
dining room. “It’s a two-dimensional
complement to the art without being
over-expressed.”

SITE PLAN @
1. Entry Court
2. Private Terrace

3. Gallery Atrium
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CUSTOM URBAN HOUSE

Lucas Interiors provided a fresh set
of eyes, Jakeb says, helping to pull in
warmth with wood and interior selec-
tions that created a serene environment.
“There’s a level of refinement they were
able to contribute,” he says. The result
is a quiet setting that complements the
art rather than competing with it. “It’s
very disciplined, kept super clean so the
art is forward,” a judge concluded.
—Cheryl Weber
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FLOORPLAN | 1.EntryCourtyard |
7.Living/Dining | 8.Primary Suite |

2. Foyer

9. Kitchen/ Family |

5.Office | 6.Bedroom

| 3.Gallery |

4.Garage |
10. Terrace

PROJECT CREDITS

ARCHITECT: Scott Specht, AlA, and Jakeb
Novak, AlA, principals in charge; Travis
Power, AlA, and John Vesel, project team,
Specht Novak, Austin, Texas

BUILDER: FA. Wilhelm, Indianapolis, Indiana

INTERIOR DESIGNER: Lucas Interior, Seattle,
Washington

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT: Merritt Chase,
Indianapolis

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER: Silver Creek
Engineering, Indianapolis

LIGHTING DESIGNER: Filament 33,
Philadelphia

ART CURATOR: Franklin Sirmans
PROJECT SIZE: 8,600 square feet
SITE SIZE: 1.39 acres
CONSTRUCTION COST: Withheld

PHOTOGRAPHY: Douglas Friedman and Dror
Baldinger

STYLING: Michael Reynolds

KEY PRODUCTS

CABINETRY AND HARDWARE: Fine Line
Millworks stained rift white oak; Linnea, Blum
hardware

CLADDING: Glen-Gery Brick, Sto stucco
COOKING VENT HOOD: Sub-Zero
COOKTOP/RANGE: Bluestar

COUNTERTOPS: Alkusari honed limestone,
Caesarstone

DISHWASHER: Miele
DRYWALL: USG
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ELECTRIC FLOOR HEAT: SunTouch
ENGINEERED LUMBER: Weyerhaeuser
ENTRY DOORS: Panoramah!

EXTERIOR LIGHTING: Lumenpulse, Targetti
FASTENERS: Simpson Strong-Tie
FAUCETS: Dornbracht, Grohe

FIRE PIT: Gloster

FIREPLACE: Isokern

FLOORING: Pacific Hardware, polished
concrete (basement)

GARAGE DOORS AND OPENERS: C.H.I,
LiftMaster

GLASS: Guardian

GRILLES: Advanced Architectural
Grilleworks, Vexell

HVAC CONTROLS: Savant

HVAC SYSTEMS: Carrier

ICEMAKER: U-Line

INDUSTRIAL FLOOR COATING: Tnemec
(garage)

INSULATION, HOUSEWRAP: Xcelus, Owens
Corning

INTERIOR LIGHTING: Element Lighting,
Ladies & Gentlemen Studio, Juniper Design,
Allied Maker

LANDSCAPE PANELS: Landscape Forms

LIGHTING AND HOME CONTROL SYSTEMS:
Lutron

MAILBOX: Deus Modern

OUTDOOR GRILL: Big Green Egg,
Best vent hood
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OVENS: Gaggenau
PAINTS: Benjamin Moore

PASSAGE DOORS: VT Industries, Linnea
hardware, Hafele pocket door tracks

REFRIGERATOR: Sub-Zero
ROOFING: Firestone
SHOWER DRAIN: Infinity Drain

SHOWER ENCLOSURE: Starphire (glass), CR
Laurence (hardware)

SINKS: Julien, Kohler, Corian

SPECIALTY APPLIANCES: Gaggenau, Heatsail
pendant with integrated heater (outdoor)

SPECIALTY METALS: Poynter aluminum
cabinets and stainless-steel cabinets

SURFACING: Porcelanosa
TANKLESS WATER HEATERS: Navien

THERMAL AND MOISTURE BARRIERS: Stego
Industries, Carlisle, W.R. Meadows

TOILETS: TOTO
TUBS: MTI Baths, Kohler

UNDERLAYMENT/SHEATHING: Huber
Engineered Woods, Georgia Pacific

VENTILATION: Broan
WASHER/DRYER: LG

WATER FILTRATION: Cooper’s Water
WINDOW SHADING SYSTEMS: Lutron

WINDOWS: Panoramah! (fixed, skylights,
sliding and swing doors)

WINE REFRIGERATOR: Wine Guardian




