
Cliffhanger
WILDCAT HOLLOW HOUSE 

AUSTIN, TEXAS 

SPECHT NOVAK

Poised between a busy road and a panoramic rear view of 
downtown Austin, Wildcat Hollow House artfully finesses 
privacy, transparency, and two-level living. A 35% slope 
squeezed the buildable area, as did a 32-foot height limit 
measured from the land’s natural grade. “We had to massage 
the form of the house to comply with the requirements,” says 
Jakeb Novak, AIA. Although the front reads as a singular 
story and volume, the building comprises two levels and two 
volumes—a guest suite and garage on the north and the main 
house on the south, which connect via a bridge. “They wanted 
to have a physical separation between these two compo-
nents but liked the continuous gesture on the front so it’s not 
apparent there are two structures,” he says. Between them, a 
two-story courtyard scoops light into the walkout lower level. 

Privacy measures make an art statement: Bookending the 
glassy façade, a pair of semi-transparent walls are made of 
staggered travertine blocks, with a ribbon of garden behind 
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them. The textured travertine pattern provides privacy by day 
and emits a glow from the house’s interior lights at night. Fur-
ther strengthening the street presence, a circular concrete stair 
tower pops up through the low, rectilinear composition.

Once inside, the experience shifts from discreet to dramat-
ic. “The front façade is private, but once you enter, the house 
dissolves into floor-to-ceiling glass walls and focuses your 
attention on this incredible view of the Austin city skyline,” 
says Jakeb. “It’s hanging off the cliff.” The travertine stone 
will be repeated inside, along with warm-toned walnut and 
patinaed brass, and rounded furniture will play off the central 
stair tower.—Cheryl Weber
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